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DIAET OF JAMES ALLEN, ESQ., OF PHILADELPHIA, 
COUNSELLOB-AT-LAW, 1770-1778. 

INTRODUCTION. 

James Allen was the third son of Chief Justice William Allen and 
his wife Margaret, daughter of Andrew Hamilton, Attorney-General of 
the Province. He was born about 1742, and graduated at the College of 
Philadelphia in 1759. He studied law with Edward Shippen and after- 
wards at the Temple. He was elected a Common Councilman of Phila- 
delphia October 6, 1767, and in May, 1776, was sent to the Assembly 
from Northampton County. He died in Philadelphia, September 19, 
1778, in the thirty-seventh year of his age, two months and four days 
after the last entry in his Diary. He married (March 10, 1768) Elizabeth, 
only child of John Lawrence, son of Thomas Lawrence. 

His children were : 

Anne Penn, born February 19, 1769, married James Greenleaf. 

Margaret Elizabeth, born April 21, 1772, died September 9, 1798, 
married July 1, 1794, William Tilghman. 

Mary Masters, born January 4 r 1776, married Henry Walter Livingston. 

James Hamilton, born January 24, 1778, died , aged ten years. 

The brothers and sisters of James Allen were John, who married Mary 
Johnson ; Andrew, Attorney-General of the Province, who married Sarah, 
eldest daughter of William Coxe ; William, who died unmarried ; Ann, 
who married John Penn (Governor from 1763 to 1771, and from 1773 to 
1776) ; and Margaret, who married James de Lancey. 

The position of the Allen family during the Revolution was a trying 
one. Possessed of great wealth, and occupying positions of emolument 
and honor, its members were held in high respect and exercised consider- 
able influence. They naturally felt that the countenance of the estab- 
lished form of government was necessary for the protection of property 
and the enforcement of the laws. For the support of this government 
they had individually in assuming the offices they held pledged their 
honor. Nevertheless, they were Americans by birth and attached to 
their country. They could not remain passive witnesses of the invasion 
of her rights, and their sympathies were enlisted in her favor. It was 
through the influence of Chief Justice Allen, we are told, that the pas- 
sage of the Stamp Act was delayed for a year, and the remonstrance 
against it which is on the minutes of the Assembly was in part from his 
pen. At the beginning of the Revolution his sons warmly supported 
the cause of the Colonies. They declared, however, that their opposition 
to the Royal Government would not be continued should the independ- 
ence of the Colonies become the declared object of the war. In this 
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conservative view they were supported by many who subsequently 
approved the most extreme measures of Congress. John Allen, the 
eldest son of the Chief Justice, at the beginning of the Eevolution was 
a member of the Committee of Inspection and Observation for the City 
and Liberties of Philadelphia, and was a delegate to the Provincial 
Convention of New Jersey in 1776. In December of that year he put 
himself under the protection of the British army under General Howe. 

In 1774, Andrew Allen was First Lieutenant of the First Troop Phila- 
delphia City Cavalry. On June 30, 1775, he was a member of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, and the same year was appointed a delegate to the 
Continental Congress. He did not attend the sessions of the latter body 
after the question of independence was virtually decided upon. In De- 
cember of that year he put himself with his brothers under the protection 
of General Howe. 

William, the fourth son of the Chief Justice, was Lieutenant-Colonel 
of a Pennsylvania Regiment serving under St. Clair in Canada. He 
resigned upon the passage of the Declaration of Independence and shortly 
afterwards joined the British. He raised a corps known as the Pennsyl- 
vania Loyalists, which he was commander of until the close of the war. 

Of James Allen's conduct the following Diary treats. 

Philada Chesnut Street Nov r 6 th 1770 

I have often thought that committing to writing little 
occurrences in private matters might in some future period 
of life afford amusement in the perusal, & have frequently 
regretted, my inability of recalling to mind many past scenes 
of my earlier days. To run over the employments of times 
past with the catalogue of former acquaintance, thro' all 
their changes, must be an high gratification. These reflec- 
tions have led me into the design of keeping a Diary, in 
which I do not propose to admit any occurrences of a pub- 
lick nature; I shall leave those to Gazettes & Magazines, and 
only preserve the remembrance of such private interesting 
scenes & conversations as will be entertaining in a review. 
And I will take special care, not to make my Diary a reg- 
ister of such things as ought to be forgotten, or can possibly 
do an injury to any one; & on this principle neither the 
follies or vices of any one shall find admission, here. 

November 6 th , 1770. — Two days ago I returned from Trout 
Hall, 1 (a name I have just given my house) where I had been 

1 Now within the limits of Allentown. 
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with Mr. Lawrence, my Brother Billy & Jemmy Tilghman. 1 
We were at Hellers 2 near the Gap of ye mountain, but to 
our surprize did not kill one Grouse. In my absence M r 
PoweP gave a cold dinner to the corporation on account of 
his being elected a common council man ; I had done ye 
same some time ago on account of my being made an Alder- 
man. 4 This was a new regulation made in the corporation, 
and in gen 1 was not well relished & 'tis thought will go no 
farther. This day I bro't all my school manuscript books 
from my father's & read over great part of the treatise on 
Logic which I had learned under D r Smith ; 5 & resolved 
soon to brush up some of my college learning & particularly 
the Greek. 

November 7 th . — My Wife endeavoured to prevail on me to 
have my youngest daughter Betsey christened; but I did 
not consent, telling her, I thought, that ceremony should be 
deferred till the parties were capable of judging for them- 
selves. OT3 My eldest daughter had been christened, tho' 
ag* my Judgment. I spent the evening at Club, where M r 
Hamilton 6 was present and I could not help remarkg to M r 
Humpheys 7 who sat next to me, — " how uncommon it was 
to see a man like him, who tho' past his sixtith year, had 
all the faculties of his mind in their fullest vigor ; with a 
constitution unbroken. 

1 James Tilghman, Secretary of the Land-Office. 

2 Now known as the Wind Gap. The name of Hellers is still used by 
some persons residing in the neighborhood. 

3 Samuel Powel, subsequently Mayor of Philadelphia. 

4 Mr. Allen was chosen Alderman October 2, 1770, the same day Mr. 
Powel was elected Common Councilman. 

5 The Rev. William Smith, D.D., first Provost of the College of 
Philadelphia. 

6 James Hamilton, Governor of the Province from 1748 to 1754, and 
from 1759 to 1763. When Governor John Penn was obliged to visit 
England on account of the death of his father, Mr. Hamilton was 
President of the Provincial Council, and acted as Governor. He was 
the son of Andrew Hamilton, and uncle of Mr. Allen. He was born 
1770, and died at New York, August 14, 1783, aged seventy-three years. 

7 Probably James Humphreys, Jr., printer of a paper called the Penn- 
sylvania Ledger, subsequently a Loyalist. 
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April 25 th , 1771, I moved into M" Brochden's 1 house & 
leased my house in Chesnut Street to my father in law. 

May ye 3 d , 1771, or thereabout, the Governor 2 & My 
Sister & Brother John went to England, on occasion of the 
death of old M r Richard Penn. 3 

Sept. 13 th , 1771. — Lord Dunmore 1 passed thro' this town in 
his way to Virginia ; I dined & supped with him. This day I 
set off for Trout hall with my Wife and child and M M Law- 
rence ; they have not been there since I finished my house. 

Tho' I have advanced so little ways in my diary I find the 
fatigue and trouble of keeping it regularly too great & 
makes too great a waste of time ; & am apprehensive It will 
fall thro', or at least grow irregular. 

May 29 th , 1772. — I am now convinced that I shall not be 
able to continue this journal ; finding my business will not 
admit of so much leisure as a journalist should have. This 
day I moved into my house in Chesnut Street, where I hope 
to end my days. 6 I am at present much engaged in prose- 
cutions for breaches of the laws of Trade & have libelled 
four of five Vessels & Cargoes for Capt n Talbot of the 
Lively Man of War. I am doing, as a Lawyer what I 
Would not do as a politician ; being fully persuaded of the 
oppressive nature of those laws. I have however refused to 
prosecute two or 3 persons on the penal clauses, as thinking 
it invidious & rigid. 

May 19 th , 1773. — I have just returned from a curious con- 
versation with George Emlen about the workes of Jacob 
Behmen 6 which I looked into & which he pretends to under- 

1 The widow of Charles Brockden, Master of the Eolls and Eecorder 
of Deeds from 1715 to 1767. 

2 John Penn, who married Ann, sister of Mr. Allen. 

s Youngest son of the founder, and father of Governors John and 
Eichard Penn. 

* John Murray, fourth Earl Dunmore. He was appointed Governor 
of Virginia July, 1771. 

6 This house probably stood on the site of the present Farmers' and 
Mechanics' Bank, and will be remembered by many of our citizens. It 
was subsequently occupied by his daughter, Mrs. Greenleaf. 

8 Jacob Behmen, a mystic philosopher of the seventeenth century. 
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stand, tho' he acknowledged some parts a little crabbed ; 
particularly how to make out human Nature to be com- 
pounded of Sulphur Mercury & Salt. I promised him Peter 
Millar the Dunkards Book of the God-femality in the stile 
of Behmen. 1 

Governor Eden & Coll. Washington are in Town come 
to the races. 2 Waters's horse Herod won the £100 yesterday 
& M r Delancey's Sultana £50 today The Town is very gay 

1 Peter Miller, of Ephrata. The work spoken of is entitled " A Dis- 
sertation on Man's Fall. Translated from the High-German Original 
Printer: Ephrata Anno MDCCLXV. Sold at Philadelphia by Mes- 
sieurs Christopher Marshall and William Dunlap." A copy is in the 
library of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

2 Robert Eden, last Royal Governor of Maryland. Of Colonel Wash- 
ington it is unnecessary to speak. The races mentioned were run under 
the auspices of the Philadelphia Jockey Club, an organization formed in 
1766 " To encourage the Breeding good Horses and to promote the pleas- 
ures of the Turf." The Register of the club is in the Historical Society's 
library. Nearly all the principal citizens outside of the Society of Friends 
belonged to it. The races were run at Centre Square, and were events of 
importance in the fashionable circle of the day. The course was marked 
by ropes. The bellman was sent around the city requesting the citizens 
to keep their dogs at home on the day of the races. Some years subscrip- 
tions were taken up among the ladies, and plate was purchased to be com- 
peted for. So great was the excitement created by these gatherings that 
in 1769, when the committee inadvertently decided to hold the races at the 
same time that the Yearly Meeting of Friends took place, the clerk of 
the meeting called the attention of the Vice-President of the club to the 
fact, and out of respect to the Society the time was changed. Whether 
the Presbyterians of those days looked upon horse-racing with less se- 
verity than the Friends, or whether they preferred to beard the lion in 
his den, we will not pretend to say, but certain it is there is no evidence 
of a word of remonstrance when the members of the Jockey Club and 
the General Synod of New York and Philadelphia met in the latter city 
on the same day. The only possible remark which we can discover that 
could in any way have connected the two events is that Rev. Mr. Joseph 
Treat preached a "sermon suitable to the occasion." In this he may 
have given his opinion of horse-racing. The meeting of 1773 seems to 
have been of more than ordinary interest. Among the visitors present 
at a meeting of the club held the night before the races were Lord Stir- 
ling, Colonel Washington, Governor Eden, and Mr. Custis, — the latter 
was probably Washington's step-son. Governor Eden owned one of the 
horses which was run the first day. It came in second. The winning 
horse was owned by Mr. Israel Waters, and was named King Herod. 
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& invitations frequent. I asked Gov. Eden & Coll. Wash- 
ington to dinner but they are engaged during their stay. 

August 23 d .— The 20 th of this Month M r John Penn, my 
Sister, & Brother John, arrived at New York in the Grove- 
nor Mast Ship & are daily expected here. He comes to as- 
sume the Government & to supersede his Brother ; to his 
great dissatisfaction. This step, tho' highly approved by 
M r . John Penn's friends, it is thought, will lay the founda- 
tion of a lasting animosity between the brothers. M r John 
Penn's reasons for this measure are that his Brother has set 
up a claim to the Proprietary Estate in reserved Lots & 
Manors, & immediately on his coming to the Government 
entered a Caveat in the Proprietary Offices, declaritory of 
his right, which he still reserves notwithstanding his signing 
Patents as Governor. 

The further I engage in law matters, I find it necessary 
to put a guard on my Virtue. Independant of the " auri 
sacra fames," being habituated to exercise one's ingenuity 
in inventing arguments on the wrong side, at least warps 
the Judgment, & will in time corrupt the heart, unless con- 
stantly opposed by an active virtuous principle. I am so 
sensible of this that I have just written in the first blank 
leave in my Coke on Littleton a Lawyers prayer as a me- 
mento to myself and future " Jurisprudents." 

August 30 th . — This day M r John Penn was proclaimed 
Governor at the Court house, where there was a greater 
Concourse of people than has been seen on a similar Occa- 
sion. The late Governor was still absent at Black Point. 

Sept. 8 th , 1773.— last Night at Club The Governor & his 
brother met for the first time since his arrival, but they 
took no Notice of each other, M r Penn having never visited 
his Brother & being determined to continue at variance. 1 

Octob. 19 th , 1773. — Yesterday morning about 5 o'clock as 
I lay in Bed I felt a severe pain in my instep & on getting 
up found that the sinew was strained As I had received no 
injury to my foot from any external cause & was not sen- 

1 For information regarding the difference between John and Kichard 
Penn, see note to Journal of Miss Sarah Eve, Pa. Mag., Vol. V. p. 197. 



182 Diary of James Alien, Esq., of Philadelphia. 

sible of having a fit of the Cramp my friends pronounced 
it a gouty symptom. I continued in great pain for 4 or 5 
hours but towards evening the sinew recovered its Tone. 
This morning I am lame with a pain under the Instep in the 
bottom of the foot resembling a strain also. I make this 
Memorandum, that if I should ever be afflicted with the 
Gout, I may date it from this Period. NB I eat no supper 
& have been very sparing in that Article for a long time. 

Octob. 30 th , 1773, Sunday. — Dined this day with the family 
at Bushill ; x where M r Hamilton declared at table that the 
friday before (viz 29 th ) he was sixty three years old. His 
faculties of mind & body are at this time very perfect. Last 
week my old acquaintance Harry Cruger 2 of Bristol in Eng- 
land came to Philad* in order to see me & my Brothers & 
spent a fortnight with us. 

I am labouring to persuade my father to resign his Office 
of Chief Justice as he has now entered into his 70 th year ; 
which he is inclined to do but is anxious to know who is 
like to be his successor. 3 I despair of his quitting the As- 

1 Bush Hill, the residence of the Hamilton family. Mr. Westcott, in 
his Historic Mansions, says, " In 1726 and 1729, Andrew Hamilton pur- 
chased from the Penns portions of the Springettsbury Manor, and re- 
ceived a patent for the whole tract of one hundred and fifty-three acres 
of land and meadow on January 24, 1734. It was north of Vine Street, 
except between Schuylkill Fifth and Sixth Streets (now Eighteenth and 
Seventeenth) where it touched Race Street. Northwardly the estate ex- 
tended as far as Vineyard Lane, afterwards Coates Street, now Fairmount 
Avenue. In width it stretched from Twelfth to Nineteenth Street. Here 
Mr. Hamilton erected a spacious and elegant mansion, and to the prop- 
erty he gave the name of Bush Hill." John Adams lived there during 
a portion of his term as Vice-President. During the period when the 
yellow fever raged in Philadelphia, in 1793, the mansion was used for a 
hospital. Subsequently the old building jvas altered and fitted up as an 
oil-cloth manufactory. It was torn down in 1875. The site upon which 
it stood was on the north side of Buttonwood Street, between Seventeenth 
and Eighteenth. 

2 Henry Cruger was a son of Henry Cruger, of New York. He was a 
colleague of Burke, an* f one time was Mayor of Bristol, England. He 
died in New York in 185s. , / d eighty-eight. See Drake's Dictionary. 

3 He resigned in 1774. For sketch of his life, see Pa. Mag., Vol. I. p. 
202. 
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sembly I often reflect how happy it was for me that I took 
to the practice of the law. Added to the uneasiness that it 
gave my father & all my friends to find that after having 
served a regular clerkship & been three years at the temple, 
I should continue an Idle man I say added to this consider- 
ation I have now made myself easy in my circumstances. 
I compute my business this year 1773 will be between £3 & 
400, which added to my estate will fall but little short of 
£1000 fl anm. For these last two or three years, which is 
the time that I resumed the practice of the Law, I have read 
pretty diligently & have overcome the difficulty of speaking 
in publick. In short both the study & practice are become 
agreeable to me. 

Nov. 13 th , 1773. — The first Ice I heard of this year- was 
seen at Bushill this morning; the weather was seasonable 
& not colder than common. 

Feby. 16 th , 1774.— I heard M r Turner 1 say to myself that 
my Father never undertook the Executorship of Wallis's 
estate, to which he and M r Turner were jointly left Execu- 
tors. M r Hamilton, M r Bremner, 2 Miss Oswald & M ra Os- 
wald were present in M r Turner's back parlour — 
Hiatus in manuscriptus — 

Jany. 19 th , 1775. — Yesterday at twelve o'clock My wifes 
Uncle M r Thos. Lawrence, was struck with a violent stroke 
of the Palsey, & fell down senseless. He was carried home 
instantly in my Father's Coach, and as yet continues almost 
insensible, & incapable of speech ; God knows whether he 
will survive it; it is probable his limbs will never be per- 
fect ; his whole right side being dead, except a small motion 
in his right Leg. This is a dreadful calamity & distressing 
to his family beyond description, especially as till the moment 
he was struck he was in the most perfect health and spirits, 
no man chearfuller — What is remarkable is that his Brother 
M r John Lawrence my wife's Father, had a paralitic stroke 
the fifteenth of last month & is scarcely yet recovered ; It 

1 Joseph Turner, partner of Chief Justice Allen in the Union Iron' 
Works, Hunterdon Co.,,N. J., and elsewhere. 

2 Mr. Bremner was organist of Christ Church. 



184 Diary of James Allen, Esq., of Philadelphia. 

was but a slight one compared to this. The sincere friend- 
ship I have for M r Tho s Lawrence, who is a worthy man, 
universally esteemed, has made this an affecting scene to 
me. It is remarkable that this Fall & winter, more persons 
have have had paralitic Strokes than in many years before ; 
tho the Physicians do not pretend to account for it. 

The variance subsisting between M r Masters's family & 
mine is like to be healed, 1 as the Ladies, (who have on all 
sides been uneasy, lent from a fatality attending female 
differences, can never make mutual advances,) have by con- 
sent met together at M™ Lawrences & when my wife re- 
turns from New- York she will visit them. I have ever had 
an abhorrence of family quarrells & am convinced that 
good Temper & civility will make friends & carry a man 
peaceably thro' the world, without any unworthy conde- 
scension. 

M rs Allen has now been absent 3 weeks on a Journey to 
Newyork with the Governor & M rs Penn, & is expected 
home this Evening. It is the first excursion she has made 
since her marriage. 

Jany. 21, 1775. — This day at 12 o'clock died M r Thomas 
Lawrence a worthy goodnatured, honest man ; for whom I 
had a great friendship. It is a severe Loss to his family & 
friends. Great Interest is making with the Magistrates to 
get the Office continued to his eldest son for the benefit of 
his "Widow & Children; & I believe it will succeed, tho' 
there is another Candidate. My wife returned from New- 
york at J past one o'clock after an absence of three weeks 
& a day ; she was much affected at her uncles death. 

July 26, 1775. — The Congress 2 is now sitting here & have 
just published their Declaration & address to the inhabitants 
of Great Britain. Hitherto our arms have been successful ; 
but God knows what will be the event of this war, as there 
seems to be a thorough determination on both sides to 
prosecute it. Many thinking people believe America has 

1 The families were connected. The father-in-law of James Allen, 
John Lawrence, was the brother of Mary, widow of William Masters. 

2 The Continental Congress. 
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seen its best days, & should it even be victorious, peace & 
order will with difficulty be restored. The inconveniences 
are already sensibly felt; Debts as yet are paid & suits 
commenced, but it cannot last long; as people already plead 
inability. My profession is visibly on the decline, & when 
it is no longer useful, I shall suffer considerably. My last 
years profits were £600 & this year would have increased, & 
the Governor has given up my house ; these two articles 
would fall heavy on me ; & reduce me to the necessity of 
retiring to my house at Northampton. I cant conceive 
what will become of all those who have no estates, but live 
genteely on their annual profits of business, when that 
business ceases. On the other hand, the distress will be 
general & being equally divided, will be less felt. The 
South never yielded more than at present of every produc- 
tion. "We have no hopes but that the struggle will be soon 
over : if it continues, America is ruined whoever gets the 
better. These reflections are in the mouth of all thinking 
people. We however keep up our spirits & gloomy as 
things appear, prefer our situation to a mean acquiescence. 
It is a great & glorious cause. The Eyes of Europe are 
upon us ; if we fall, Liberty no longer continues an inhab- 
itant of this Globe : for England is running fast to slavery. 
The King is as despotic as any prince in Europe ; the only 
difference is the mode ; & a venal parliament are as bad as 
a standing army. 

October 11 th , 1775. — Johnny Miffln 1 came this day to study 
Law with me. 

About 2 Months ago I heard M r Hamilton say that he 
formerly knew every person white & black men women, 
& children, in the City of Philadelphia, by name. 

Ocf. 14, 1775. — Yesterday the Gridiron Grove Club 2 gave 
an entertainment in their usual frugal style to 23 Ladies ; 
we danced till 10'clock & were very chearful ; I was in re- 
markable good spirits; Miss Sally Robinson bore the belle; 

1 John F. Mifflin, born 1759 ; admitted to practice November 10, 1779 ; 
died 1813. 

2 A social club of which little is known. 

Vol. ix.— 13 
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she is a very fine woman both in person and understand- 
ing. 

Last Thursday & the preceding Tuesday I appeared in 
Battalion in my uniform, as a private man in Capt n Shees 1 
company. I have no opinion that this association, will be 
very useful in defending the City : as they have refused to 
be bound by any Articles & have no subordination. My 
Inducement principally to join them is; that a man is sus- 
pected who does not ; & I chuse to have a Musket on my 
shoulders, to be on a par with them; & I believe discreet 
people mixing with them, may keep them in Order. At 
this time there seems to be a determined resolution in Eng- 
land & here, to continue the "War; "What the Congress are 
about, who are now sitting, I know not. With all my zeal 
for the great cause we are engaged in, I frequently cry 
out — Dreadful times ! 

March 6, 1776. — The plot thickens; peace is scarcely 
thought of — Independancy predominant. Thinking people 
uneasy, irresolute & inactive. The Mobility triumphant. 
Every article of life doubled. 26,000 troops coming over ; 
The Congress in Aquilibrus: 2 on the question, Independence 
or no ? Wrapt in the contemplation of these things I cry 
out — " O ! Rus quando ego te aspiciam &c. I love the Cause 
of liberty; but cannot heartily join in the prosecution of 
measures totally foreign to the original plan of Resistance. 
The madness of the multitude is but one degree better than 
submission to the Tea- Act. 

May 15, 1776. — I am now a political character; having 
been chosen a Representative in Assembly the first of this 
month for Northampton County, without any opposition ; 
having 853 votes & only 14 against me. The 20 th of this 
Month the Assembly meets but I believe we shall soon be 

1 John Shee, a native of Ireland, who married a daughter of Thomas 
Lawrence, whose death is mentioned on p. 184. On January 3, 1776, 
he was appointed Colonel of the Third Battalion Pennsylvania Troops. 
After the war he was Collector of the Port of Philadelphia. He died 
August 5, 1808. 

2 Equilibrio. 
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dissolved. The Congress have resolved to recommend it 
to the different Colonies to establish new forms of Govern- 
ment, to get rid of oaths of allegiance &c. I think the 
Assembly of this province, will not consent to change their 
constitution ; and then heigh for a convention ! A Con- 
vention chosen by the people, will consist of the most fiery 
Independants ; they will have the whole Executive & legis- 
lative authority in their hands. Yesterday the Resolve of 
Congress was read by Bradford at the Coffee-house. 1 One 
man only huzzaad; in general it was ill received. "We 
stared at each other. My feelings of indignation were 
strong, but it was necessary to be mute. This step of Con- 
gress, just at the time commissioners are expected to arrive, 
was purposely contrived to prevent overtures of peace. It 
was carried by a majority of 7 Colonies to 4. Moderate 
men look blank, & yet the Majority of the City & province 
are of that stamp ; as is evident from the Election of new 
members. Peace is at a great distance, & this will probably 
be a terrible Summer. Every article of life is extravagantly 
dear. I am very obnoxious to the independants; having 
openly declared my aversion to their principles & had one 
or two disputes at the coffee-house with them. I am deter- 
mined to oppose them vehemently in Assembly, for if they 
prevail there ; all may bid adieu to our old happy constitu- 
tion & peace. 

June 16, 1776. — This day I set off with my family for 
Northampton, with the Chariot, Phaeton, and Sulky. I 
have met the Assembly & sat from 20 th May to this time & 
have been very active in opposing Independance & change 
of Government; but the Tide is too strong, we could not 
prevent a change of instructions to our Delegates. "We 
took no notice of the Governor, gave away military comis- 
sions, and by a Resolve agreed to indemnify the Trustees 

1 These resolutions must have been those of May ]0, which proposed 
to the Colonies the establishment of new forms of government. The 
action of Congress regarding oaths of allegiance will be found in the 
Preamble of said Resolution, which was not adopted by Congress until 
May 15, the date of Mr. Allen's entry in his Diary. 
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of the loan office from the penalty of an Act of Assembly. 
"We took our Seats without any qualification, whereupon 
M r Webb 1 of Lancaster left the house, & M r Ross 2 declared 
he would have done the same, had all been qualified. The 
names of those 13 members, (of whom I was one) that voted 
ag* changing the instructions were put on the Coffee house 
books.* We were undone by false friends in Assembly, 
who have since turned out warm independants tho' they 
affected to oppose it then. 

Jam/. 25, 1777. — A long interval in my Diary to fill up. 
The Assembly met according to adjournment & sat the 28 
Aug* & 28 Sept. the pretence of their sitting was to settle 
the publick accounts. It was a strange scene at the State 
house, where the Congress, Assembly, Convention & Ad- 
miralty Court were sitting, all at the same time. Bad how- 
ever as our Situation was, we finished the Year with some 
eclat, having paid the Governor & all other publick officers 
their full Salaries, tho' it was contended the Governmt ceased 
on the Declaration of Independance, on 4 July, 1776, & 
passed 2 Resolves desiring our Constituents to disregard 2 
Ordinances of the Convention & called them daringly arbi- 
trary &c. A Meeting at the State house of about 600 per- 
sons, all military, & the several battalions thro'out the Prov- 
ince, having resolved to have a Conference of Deputies from 
each County accordingly in Nbv r the Conference met & soon 
after in consequence of their accommodation a Convention 
was chosen. Instead of immeadiately framing a new Gov- 
ernment the Convention, unwilling to part with their power, 
continued exercising all power till the Voice of the people, 
i. e. the Whiggist part, obliged them to frame a Government 
& dissolve themselves ; having made it a necessary qualifica- 

1 James Webb, of Lancaster County. 

2 George Eoss, of Lancaster County, subsequently a signer of the Dec- 
laration of Independence. 

* The vote of the Assembly on changing the instructions to the Penn- 
sylvania Delegates in Congress was taken on June 5. The names of 
the thirteen who voted against it are not given in the minutes of the 
Assembly. The only remark is that the Eesolution was carried by " a 
large majority." 
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tion for electors & elected to swear to preserve their frame. 
This split the Whigs to pieces, the Majority disliking the 
frame & therefore not voting for the new assembly, which 
was of course chosen by very few. In some of the Counties 
the Oath was dispensed with. The papers now teemed with 
strictures on the frame of Government. The Assembly 
were chosen & sat. The minority who disliked the Frame 
threatened to leave the rest if they proceeded to business, 
which would have left less than a Quorum ; till the Congress 
when the Enemy were expected in Phila da in December, 
sent them "Word, if they did not agree to act as an Assembly, 
they wou'd take the Government of Pensylvania into their 
hands. Thus impelled, they took some steps to call out the 
Associators — From that time to the present, they are scarcely 
heard of, nor is it . known out of Philad* whether they are 
sitting or not. This Province is now Governed by the 
Council of Safety, who by their Resolves continue to op- 
press the Non-associators & have put the execution of their 
decrees & the whole dispensation of Justice into the hands 
of the field-officers of the several battalions. The Congress 
having in June resolved to have new Governments & in 
July declared us independant, have ever since persevered. 
They have held out the hopes of foreign alliance to the 
people, whom they endeavoured to conciliate by a conference 
with Lord Howe & his brother, which has shewn, as is pre- 
tended, that the Comissioners have no powers but to grant 
Pardons. They however told the Comissioners, they could 
not negotiate without a previous acknowledgment of their 
Independancy. "Whereupon L a Howe broke up the Confer- 
ence. After having issued 20 millions of paper Dollars, 
they resume the old scheme of borrowing, giving 4 per cent 
Interest. But I have not heard of one person lending them 
a shilling. In November they resolved on a Lottery of 
100,000 tickets at 10 dollars each to raise by way of Loan 
ten millions (10,000,000) dollars, to be drawn in April. I 
have not heard of any Tickets yet disposed of. They have 
in aid of these endeavours to get money, lately issued a 
severe edict, backed by one from our Council of Safety, ag* 
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those who refuse their paper money. The penalties ; loss 
of Deht, imprisonment & banishment to remote places. On 
the expectation of the Enemy coming to Phila aa the begin- 
ning of December, the Congress with their accounts moved 
to Baltimore, where a few members only met & still con- 
tinue there. The summer campaign about New- York be- 
gan by the Victory of Gen 1 Howe at Long-Island: the 
surrender of New- York, &c. Gen 1 Washington having 
evacuated the Island of New-York in October, retired to 
the White plains & were followed by Gen 1 Howe, who in a 
fight defeated part of Gen 1 Washington's Army; Soon 
after Gen 1 Howe marched towards New- York, took fort 
Washington, Fort Lee, & marching thro' Jersey pushed 
down to Trenton, Burlington &c & was expected in Philad" 
in a few days after. Being stopt by the River & having no 
Boats, Gen 1 Howe went to New- York & left his Army com- 
manded by L d Cornwallis scattered in parties of 2000, 
from Amboy to Trenton. Gen 1 Washington who from an 
Army of 2000 was reinforced by the Militia of this & the 
Southern provinces so as to make near 15000 on 26 Dec r 
1776 crossed the Delaware at Trenton, surprised a party of 
Hessians & took 800 prisoners, then marched to Princetown 
with about 5000 men, where he was attacked by L d Corn- 
wallis & drove back to Trenton; while just in the Enemy's 
hands in the night he decamps, makes a forc'd march to 
Princetown, where he was met by 17 th 44 th & 55 th Reg* 8 in all 
700 men, an engagement ensued & about 100 were lost on 
each side : Gen 1 Washington march'd on to Morris Town, 
where he still is. L 4 Cornwallis arrived at Princetown an 
hour after, Gen 1 Washington left it & marched to Bruns- 
wick ; which place, together with Amboy he now occupies. 
This will defeat his intention of coming to Philad as soon 
as he expected & will probably postpone it till spring. Our 
Bay & Coast are full of Men of War. 

Having let my House to Carter Braxton & some of the 
Virginia Delegates, with a great part of my Furniture @ 
£150 pr Anm. and left Phila d which from the current of 
Politics, began to grow disagreeable; I thought myself 
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happy in having so good a Retreat in Northampton County. 
My Brother John about this time moved his family to the 
Union, 1 my Brother Andrew soon after, moved to his place 
at Neshaminy, which he had just purchased ; and my Brother 
Billy returning from Ticonderoga, soon after the Declara- 
tion of Independence, immediately resigned his commission 
of Lieu 4 Col ; as he always determined to do in case of such 
declaration. It gave great offence & it was insinuated to 
him, y* if he would not resign his advancement, should he 
equal to his wishes. A few weeks, before this unhappy 
declaration my Brother Andrew, with M r Willing and M r 
Humphries 2 left the Congress; all the other Delegates, tho' 
ever opposed to Independance, remained & have since be- 
come great Converts to it. So much for Ambition ! He 
was of course, with the two Gentlemen abovementioned left 
out of the next appointment by the Convention. My Brother 
John having been elected a member of the Provincial Con- 
gress of New Jersey, finding all opposition vain, soon left it 
& never returned. I had signed, the association in May, 
hoping by this means to have some right to speak freely, 
but had never exercised since, nor indeed long before, & on 
the Declaration of Independance, thought myself discharged 
from the obligation of it. Law business having languished 
from March to June, totally stopt then, all the Courts de- 
clining to proceed ; the Magistracy of the City also ceased & 
we have ever since continued without Justice, in a State of 
nature. The Country was to me delightful, & my Neigh- 
bour M r Benezet, Captn Symes 3 a Prisoner together with 
occasional Visits made the time agreable enough. In Au- 
gust I got a regular fit of the Gout, which began in my 
left foot, & after a weeks stay, adjourned to the right, & 
after another weeks visitation left me. My swimmings in 
the head were less frequent before & more frequent after 
the Gout. The latter end of Sept r I set out from Philad* 
with D r Smith, thro' mere curiosity to view the state of 

1 Union Iron Works, Hunterdon County, N. J. 
' Thomas Willing and Charles Humphries. 
3 Captain Eichard Symes of the 52d Foot. 
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both armies. At Amboy I visited my old friend Gen 1 
Dickenson & Major Gen 1 Mercer, 1 who commanded there, & 
who was lately killed in the engagement at Princetown. 
From thence I went to Bergen lodged with Gen 1 Roberdeau 2 
& had a view of the City and Harbour of New- York. The 
sight was grand from the number of ships in the harbour 
& shocking from the burnt ruins of that noble City; set on 
fire, as is supposed, by some of our army on their leaving 
it ; at least as the enemy alledge. Thence to Fort Consti- 
tution, now Fort Lee commanded by my old Acquaintance 
Gen 1 Ewing, 3 with whom I dined, & same day crossed the 
River to Head Quarters. Gen 1 "Washington received me 
with the utmost politeness ; I loged with him & found there 
Mess r J. Reed, Tilghman, Grayson, Mayland, L. Cadwalader 4 
& many others of my Acquaintance, & was very happy with 
them. Nothing happened while I was there, except an at- 
tempt of our army to bring off grain from Harlaem, in 
•which they did not succeed & which had well nigh brought 
on an engagement. Next day I recrossed the North River 
to Fort Lee & came thro' Hackensack in company with 

1 Philemon Dickinson and Hugh Mercer. For an account of the 
former, see "Provincial Councillors of Pennsylvania," by Charles P. 
Keith, p. 390. 

2 Daniel Eoberdeau. 

* James Ewing. Lossing, in his " Field Book of the Eevolution," 
says, " The name of this officer is variously given. Washington, in his 
despatch to the President of Congress, wrote it Euing ; Marshall, in his 
Life of Washington, spells it Irvine ; Wilkinson, in his Memoirs, has it 
Irvin ; Botta, Irwin ; and Gordon, Erwing. 

" Ewing is the correct name. He was born in Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, in 1736. He commenced his military career under Brad- 
dock in 1755, and was with that general when he was slain. . . . He 
was Vice-President of the Commonwealth under President Dickinson 
in 1782, and was several times member of the State Legislature. He 
died at his country-seat in Hellam township, York County, in March, 
1806, aged seventy years." 

On July 4, 1776, he and General Eoberdeau were chosen Brigadier- 
Generals of the Pennsylvania Militia. 

* Joseph Keed, Tench Tilghman, William Grayson, Stephen Moylan, 
and Lambert Cadwalader. All were from Philadelphia but Grayson, 
who was a Virginian. 
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Cap*" Charles Craig 1 & thence thro' Morris town to Union, 
where I found my Wife & Child & M M Lawrence. During 
October & November I remained at Trout-hall a calm spec- 
tator of the civil "War, but occasionally gave great offence 
to the violent whigs in Northampton by entertaining the 
regular officers, our prisoners, & was often threatened on 
that account. December produced Events, that have given 
me great uneasiness. "When Gen 1 Howe was expected in 
Philad" a persecution of Tories, (under which name, is in- 
cluded every one disinclined to Independance tho' ever so 
warm a friend to constitutional liberty and the old cause,) 
began ; houses were broken open, people imprison'd with- 
out any colour of authority by private persons, & as, was said 
a list of 200 disaffected persons made out, who were to be 
siezed, imprisoned & sent off to North Carolina ; in which 
list, it was said, our whole family was set down; My 
Brothers under this dreadful apprehension fled from Philad* 
to the Union, where I went over to them. Soon after, 
against my Judgmt, they all went to Trenton & claimed 
protection from Gen 1 Howe's army. From whence they 
went to N. York where they now are, unhappily separated 
from their families and like to be so for some time. I was 
informed of this by Gen 1 Gates at Bethlehem — & of course 
became alarmed for my own safety. Accordingly on Thurs- 
day 19 Dec r 1776 at 7 o'clock a.m. my house was surrounded 
by a Guard of Soldiers with fixed Bayonets; I got up & 
when I came down stairs the officer who was at the front 
door produced a Warrant from the Council of Safety to 
seize me & bring me before them. I accordingly went to 
Philad" & appeared before them, & opened the scene, by 
saying, that they had drawn me from my retirement un- 
expectedly ; M r Owen Biddle 2 then said, that they had re- 

1 Of Allen township, Northampton Co., Pa. 

2 Owen Biddle, son of John Biddle and Sarah Owen, and brother of 
Colonel Clement Biddle. He was engaged in mercantile pursuits, and 
with his brother Clement signed the celebrated Non-Importation Agree- 
ment of 1765. He was a member of many public bodies called into 
being by the Eevolution, among others of the Council of Safety, before 
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ceived accounts of the unwillingness of the Militia of North- 
ampton County to march, that they knew my influence and 
property there, & were afraid of my being the cause of it, 
& added that my brothers being gone over to the enemy 
the publick would expect that I should be put on my Parole 
& hoped I wou'd have no Objection to stay within six miles 
of Philad*. M r Matlack 1 said " at least M r Allen may chuse 
his place of Residence." I told them that my political 
principles were well known, to be unfriendly to the present 
views of Independance, which I had strenuously opposed 
before it was declared, that since I had not interfered in 
publick matters, further than in confidential conversations 
with my friends & I wished always to remain so during the 
present unhappy war. I then produced some certificates 
which I had the precaution to procure, testifying the truth 
of the above. I told them I would incline to go to dinner 
& wait on them in the afternoon if they approved. They 
agreed & took my word to return ; I appeared again in the 
afternoon. Before I went away in the forenoon I endeav- 
oured to defend my brother's conduct, & frankly told them 
what had passed between them & me previous to their 
taking this step, while they were at the Union. I drew a 
picture of the state of the province, the military persecu- 
tions the invasions of private property, imprisonments & 
abuses, that fell to the share of those whose consciences 
would not let them join in the present measures. I par- 
ticularized two of their own Ordinances authorizing field 
officers to invade & pillage our houses & imprison our per- 
sons on mere suspicion & concluded by saying, that I was 
almost frightened into a determination of seeking the same 
protection, that my brothers had done. M r Biddle ac- 

which Mr. Allen waa examined. He was an early and active member 
of the American Philosophical Society, one of its curators from 1769 to 
1772, and secretary from 1773 to 1782. He was one of the thirteen ap- 
pointed by the Society to observe the transit of Venus on June 3, 1769. 
Mr. Biddle was born in the year 1737, and died on the 10th of March, 
1799. There is no notice of the arrest or of the examination of Mr. 
Allen on the Minutes of the Council of Safety. 
1 Timothy Matlack, member of the Council of Safety. 
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knowledge*! the truth of what I said & excused the neces- 
sity of the present arbitrary measures, by the divided state 
of America. I told him conciliatory measures would make 
more converts; that it was hard to forget we were once 
freemen, who had lived under the happiest & freest Gov- 
ernment on earth; & I believed these violences inclined a 
majority of the people to wish for Gen 1 Howe's arrival. In 
the afternoon, they produced a certificate, which they hoped 
I would not object to ; wherein they set forth, my brothers 
departure & the backwardness of our Militia as reasons for 
sending for me, that I had given them satisfaction respect- 
ing my prudent conduct, that my conduct did not appear 
unfriendly to the cause of Liberty, nor inconsistent with 
the character of a Gentleman ; & I in return pledged my 
honor verbally not to say or do any thing injurious to the 
present cause of America. So we parted amicably & as we 
began, with great politeness on both sides. This disagree- 
able business over I spent five or six days in Philad" & near 
it with great pleasure at being in company with my rela- 
tions and friends after so long absence. Philad* seemed 
almost deserted & resembled a Sunday in service time. The 
Quakers are almost the only people determined to remain 
there. They pressed all persons walking the streets to 
work in trenches surrounding the Town; I was stopt & 
with difficulty got off' by walking on and taking no notice 
of 'em. 28 th got home & continued quiet & happy for some 
time, amusing myself with my family ; having opened my 
poetic vein, which had long been dormant by an Ode on 
the Birthday 4 th Jan y 1777 of my daughter Polly. 

This happiness was unfortunately interrupted ; by an un- 
looked for accident. Being ignorant that any of the Militia 
were in the Town M ra Allen with her daughter Peggy & 
Lyddy Duberry went to visit M rs Bond in the Chariot : en- 
tering the street a company of the Militia met them in 
front ; Samson endeavoured to drive out of the Road, but was 
stopt by a hollow way. The soldiers beat him with their 
muskets, & pushed at him with their Bayonets, on which to 
defend himself he made use of his Whip. This so enraged 
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them, that they pushed their Bayonets into the Chariot, 
broke the glass & pierced the chariot in 3 places ;' during 
the whole scene my wife begging to be let out & the chil- 
dren screaming ; they also endeavoured to overset it, while 
they were within it. David Deshler 1 happening to be present 
prevented it & led the horses on, by which means they es- 
caped. Their design was to destroy the Chariot. I having 
walked across the field saw nothing of this till it was over 
& the company had marched on. Soon after the Major 
Boehm & the Capt n Buckhalter returned. — The former, a 
violent man, countenanced the attack, whereupon a ren- 
counter ensued between him & me, in which he attempted 
to draw his sword on me. This accident has disturbed my 
peace, as I for some time expected the violence of the 
people, inflamed by some Zealots would lead them to insult 
my person or attack my house. But as nothing of that 
kind has happened, I grow easy & hope it has blown over. 

To describe the present state of the Province of Peneyl- 
vania, would require a Volume. It may be divided into 2 
, classes of men, viz. Those that plunder and those that are 
plundered. No Justice has been administered, no crimes 
punished for 9 months. All Power is in the hands of the 
associators, who are under no subordination to their officers. 
Not only a desire of exercising power, in those possessed 
of it, sets them on, but they are supported & encouraged. 
To oppress one's countrymen is a love of Liberty. Private 
friendships are broken off, & the most insignificant now 
lord it with impunity & without discretion over the most 
respectable characters. Not only the means of subsistence 
are cut "off, but every article of consumption is raised six 
fold. Coffee 7/6 pr ft, Salt 7 dollars — the coarsest linen 8/6 
p r yard, some @ 25/. ' A pair of shoes 30/. Wheat & Bye 
10/prbu: 

1 David Deshler was Commissioner of Army Supplies for Northamp- 
ton County. 

(To be continued.) 



